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ECSAT iS 
GROWiNG
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4089

78

Pre-school children

School Preparation for children who have 
never been to school

Vocational Training for young adults 

One-to-one support for autistic and 
hyperactive children

Therapeutic Support 

After School Class for underachievers 

We are supporting 
increasing numbers 
of children and young 
adults.

31 →

50 →

19 →

55 →

* 2016/17 → 2017/18 figures

54 →

21 →
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DEAR 
SuppORTERS,

We could not fulfil 
our commitments 
without your 
backing.

I am very proud about all our 
achievements this year. Each 
beneficiary has a story and we have 
included Dinusha’s as one example 
of a life changed by the services 
provided by ECSAT.  In turn she’s 
had a positive impact on others.  

I congratulate the staff for their 
commitment and inspiration.  It is 
very important to retain our trained, 
experienced staff and I am delighted 
Gayani and Ayesha have returned to 
full time work after the birth of their 
children.  

We have been needing a qualified 
speech and language therapist 
for a long time and welcomed 
Madushanka to the staff in October.  
ECSAT values all the support we 
receive locally, nationally and 
internationally.  

We could not fulfil our commitments 
without your backing. 

Thank you.

Roshan Samarawickrama 
Programme Director

Galle Centre
Children are using leaves for number games.

ECSAT has four 
centres with one 
aim: To provide 
education, support 
and training for 
disadvantaged 
children

Dorape
One-to-one support

Hikkaduwa Centre
Children had a Day Camp to practice life and 
social skills

Matara Centre
Young adults are learning about soil, compost and 
the care of plants for their gardening project  
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Th e Medical Camp was set up at ECSAT Community 
Centre on 1st April, from 8.30am to 3pm to promote the 
health of children and parents.  Th irty people donated 
blood supported by a staff  of two doctors, fi ve nurses and 
four helpers from Karapitiya Hospital.  One person gave 
blood for the fi rst time.  Th irty people were checked for 
height, weight, blood pressure and diabetes.  Nineteen 
women aged between 33 and 37 years took a PAP test 
for cervical cancer.  Parents were very pleased with the 
free service available because they have low incomes and 
fi nd it diffi  cult to attend hospital with long waiting times 
when they have a disabled child.

A mEDiCAL CAmp TO 
CELEBRATE OuR 12Th 
BiRThDAY

Th anks to staff  at Karapitiya 
Hospital, Hemas Hospital and 
the Medical Offi  cer of Health
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Th anks to Blue Fox Hotel and 
Hikka Tranz Hotel.

Galle, Hikkaduwa and Matara Centres came together 
and celebrated World Children’s Day with the theme 
of butterfl ies.  Each Centre gave a dancing display and 
parents, friends and families joined in dancing and group 
activities making the life cycle of the butterfl y.  Children 
shared a cake to celebrate all their birthdays and received 
gift s donated by Hikka Tranz Hotel.

WORLD ChiLDREN’S 
DAY ON 3RD OCTOBER

8 9ECSAT Annual Report 2017-2018 ECSAT Annual Report 2017-2018



In August 2017 ECSAT was proud to 
launch its three-year Education Framework for 
Achievement for children with disabilities and 
non-disabled children.  The project is carried out at 
the Galle and Dorape Centres and in conjunction 
with local Olcott School. Many children come 
from single parent families.

The Education Framework for Achievement 
involved an initial meeting with the zonal 
education officer in Galle to seek permission 
for the project and to select a school. The officer 
recommended Olcott School and gave permission 
on 4th October.  In October we had a meeting with 
the principal, four section heads and three teachers 
to introduce the project. On October 26th we had 
an initial meeting with 32 parents to introduce the 
project. Three staff members and one coordinator 
from Olcott attended the meeting and three 
ECSAT staff.  Then we had a meeting with the 
teacher who was going to coordinate the project 
and she gave us details of 45 children considered 
eligible. 

EDuCATiON 
FRAmEWORk FOR 
AChiEvEmENT

Achievement at Dorape

cont./

In the first six months 
of the project we have 
supported 63 children 
with disabilities and 40 
non-disabled children.  
And 16 children received 
Speech and Language 
Therapy.  

Dorape is a very rural area with transport 
problems for single parent families who 
need their teenage children to find work to 
supplement the family income.  We met the 
school vice principal and local government 
officer who recommended children for the 
project. In the first six months of the project 
ECSAT has supported 63 children with 
disabilities and 40 non-disabled children.  And 
16 children received Speech and Language 
Therapy.  

Each child was given an initial assessment to 
identify individual needs and an Independent 
Education Plan (IEP) was drawn up for each 
child in consultation with parents.  This is 
reviewed regularly. Feedback from parents, 
principals and teachers has been very positive.

Thanks to funding by Kindermissionswerk.

Story telling assessment at 
Olcott School
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LAuNCh OF ThE 
TRANSFORmiNG 
LivELihOODS AND 
LivES pROjECT

On October 9th ECSAT launched a new 
three-year project funded by LemonAid ChariTea 
called ‘Transforming Livelihoods and Lives – 
income generation training and support for 
families affected by disability.’ The Programme 
Director Roshan Samarawickrama and the chief 
guest Mr. Sathyananda Wijesekana, the Divisional 
Secretariat, lit the traditional oil lamps to open 
the occasion (pictured right).  Other invitees 
included four Counsellors, a Grama Nilhadari 
and two Social Service Officers. Many parents and 
volunteers attended.

The chief guest gave a speech acknowledging the 
work of ECSAT and wishing success for the new 
project. He further highlighted the importance 
of this project for young adults with disabilities 
because there is no equivalent service in the 
Southern Province.  The project will provide 
vocational training in gardening, handicrafts, 
cookery, life skills and education to enable young 
people to set up and run their own businesses.

Thanks to funding by 
LemonAid & ChariTea
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Our batik and embroidered cushion covers 
are popular with the tourist market at a 
new outlet in Mirissa.

Visit...

www.ebay.com/usr/ecsat
www.etsy.com/shop/ecsatcraft 
www.acme-mirissa.com

NEW hANDiCRAFT 
OuTLET iN miRiSSA
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We are proud of achievements in therapeutic 
support.  Meet Amadi (pictured left) aged 
five who has cerebral palsy.  She is learning 
to balance.  Amadi attends Galle Centre one 
morning a week for two hours and also has 
physiotherapy on Saturday afternoons with 
the visiting physiotherapist from Karapitiya 
hospital.

Meet Madushanka (pictured right), our 
speech and language therapist, who joined the 
ECSAT team in October.

ThERApEuTiC 
SuppORT

In January ECSAT was 
proud to host visiting 
delegates from:
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DiNuShA’S
STORY

I would like to give my 
gratitude for ECSAT joining 
me as an ECSAT member and 
also giving a most valuable 
opportunity to brighten my 
life and future.

Dinusha is deaf and was denied an 
education due to her disability.  She stayed at 
home and helped with the housework.  Her 
mother brought her to ECSAT Community 
Centre soon after it opened in 2005 when 
she was 27 years old. Dinusha learnt how 
to make cards and envelopes with a group 
of beneficiaries who had speech difficulties.  
They communicated using their own signs 
and became firm friends.  

Dinusha worked neatly and accurately and 
her cards were sold at Odels, a top of the 
range department store in Colombo.  In 
2010 she was the first beneficiary to be 
promoted to assistant. She is now earning 
an income and supporting the vocational 
trainer two mornings a week at Bonavista 
- a local residential home for women with 
intellectual impairment.

Dinusha learnt traditional dance at ECSAT 
by memorising the steps even though she 
could not hear the music.  She has the 
confidence to participate in dance events in 
front of an audience.  

She teaches basic and medium level 
handicraft skills including making 
necklaces, candles and incense sticks, 
fabric painting, rag rugs, sewing skills and 
machining pillowcases, cushion covers and 
clothes.  

Dinusha demonstrated her skills at the Art 
and Craft Exhibition at Galle International 
Stadium visited by over 1000 members 
of the public and showcases her skills to 
visitors at Galle Community Centre.  

Dinusha works Monday to Friday from 
9.00 - 5.00 as a vocational trainer and trains 
beneficiaries with a range of disabilities 
using sign language and demonstrations.

cont./
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hOW YOu CAN hELp

Your donations make a huge 
difference to the lives of poor 
and vulnerable people in Sri 
Lanka. 

Donations make a huge difference to the lives of poor 
and vulnerable people in Sri Lanka. Please support our 
work by making a one-off or regular donation. 
Visit www.ecsatlanka.org/donate.

Our amazing volunteers bring their passion and energy 
to our work. Find out more at www.ecsatlanka.org/
get_involved.

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/ecsat

CONTACT uS

Address: 
ECSAT Community Support Centre 

288/4 Singhepura, Wackwella Road, Galle, Sri Lanka

Phone: 
+94 912248475 (Galle)  +94 412228074 (Matara)

+94 773489222 (Programme Director)

Email: 
ecsatlanka@gmail.com  | roshanecsat@gmail.com

Registration:
With Ministry of Defense and Urban Development - Reg 

No: L – 105104, with National Council for Persons with 

Disabilities - Reg No MSS/NSPD/R/178

ThANk YOu TO 
OuR SuppORTERS

We always welcome visitors to our Centres and were 
pleased to meet two delegates from Extra Cover who 
kindly donated a table and chairs. 
www.extracover.org.uk. 
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